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Thesis Corner 
Ms. Ricki Foster, a second year graduate student in archaeology at Western Michigan University, 
is searching for a thesis topic in African-American archaeology. She has been a student of 
Warren Perry, who has now left Western Michigan University. Ms. Foster states, "I am 
interested in power relations and resistance, particularly from the perspective of gender 
differences, and how this is manifested in art and craft, as well as in the use of botanicals. But I 
am open to other areas of investigation as well, as far as graduate research possiblilities, and am 
very interested in what is being done throughout the field, and how I can make a contribution to 
it." Those with some original research to be conducted should contact Ms. Foster at 2845-B 
South Burdick St., Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001, (616) 384-1059. Mount Vernon has a large 
water screened artifact collection from the kitchen midden which contains a large amount of 
slave-made and slave-used ceramics and other artifacts. This material needs to be cataloged and 
ultimately compared with the material from the slave quarters. This is a large and possibly long-
term project that has the potential for more than one thesis. Interested students should contact 
Dennis Poque or Esther White at Mount Vernon Ladies Association, Mount Vernon, Virginia 
22121, (708) 780-2000. Please remember to submit your requests for research topics or for 
research assistance to the Thesis Corner. The research you save may be your own. 
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